YOUR LEGACY TO MY GENERATION

    

 

      Minister Gormley, Former President Mary Robinson, Ladies and Gentlemen. As you already know my name is Eamonn Hayes. I am delighted to have the opportunity to appeal to you all to do your very best to conserve our natural resources. If not for your own sake, then for the sake of the young people of this world.     

 

     Presently I am a Transition Year student in St. Mary’s Secondary School in Newport Co. Tipperary. I am on the Students Council there. Our main aim this year is to bring Green Electricity to the school.

 

     I am a past pupil of Ballina National School in Co. Tipperary. In my last year there I became a member of the Green School’s Committee. Its leading figures are Vincent Carragher, an environmentalist from the area and Muinteoir Deirdre Maloney, a teacher from the school.

 

     As a committee we visited the coal power-station in Moneypoint Co. Clare to investigate the amount of fuel needed to generate electricity. We also carried out an Ecological Footprint of over one thousand people in the Parish.The results were calculated and distributed through the area. On average householders in Ballina have reduced their homes energy use to below tow thirds of what it was 4 years ago, our cars do less driving three quarters the distance we did four years ago, a regular driver in Ballina will save a tonne of CO2 and 1000 euro per year by sharing their daily journey with just one person and if everyone in the world consumed as we did in Ballina, in 2004 we would have needed close to 2.4 plants to absorb the resulting emissions and to sustain our lifestyles. In just 4 years we have reduced this to 1.6 planets. A major event during my time on the committee was the energy Awareness Day, when all the power was switched off. The lack of light was the biggest inconvenience. However the day was a rude awakening for many adults in the Parish. They became aware of the changes they must make in order to save the environment.

 

     For the past number of years there have been massive developments in the Green Schools in Ballina. In two years oil consumption was down thirty percent with pupil numbers increasing rapidly. The school is now supplied with Green Electricity from Energia. The primary school operates a strict regime to keep water and power usage to a minimum, by simply keeping taps and lights switched off when rooms are empty. Since I left Ballina they have installed Mecon buttons on all toilets saving a considerable amount of water. This was piloted in our school by our local County Council. Many homes in the area have also installed these Mecon buttons.

 

     The Green Schools played a vital role in shaping the way I live my life. Always at the back of my mind is an awareness of the horrific damage that has been and is being done to the environment by past and present generations. The Green Schools influenced me to take special care of our world, in easy ways like recycling waste materials, switching off un-needed lights, sockets and computers and by shutting windows and doors to keep in the heat.

 

      

     My Green Schools experience deepened  my understanding of Global Warming and our growing need to combat it. I ask of you to do simple everyday things like walk instead of drive or if possible invest in a bicycle to cycle to work, like our Minister Mr. Gormley. This will significantly reduce the impact of Climate Change on future generations.

 

     It is obvious that many adults pay no attention to preserving our natural resources and the environment. It is for this reason that I plead with you to spread the word among your friends, colleagues, communities and countries. Excess Carbon Dioxide and Methane gases from our lifestyles causes the Ozone layer to thicken. This does not allow enough of the sun’s heat back into the atmosphere, causing a catastrophic increase in temperature. This rise in temperature is melting the polar ice-caps, spreading desserts, and flooding many other areas. This is your legacy damaging the world for my generation. It is your duty to put an end to Climate Change. Your duty to cut Carbon.

 

     Our country, our World is so negatively affected by pollution of our air and our water that something must be done by this generation to stop it. So I beg of you to heed what I have said. I beg of you to care for the environment by the way you live your lives. A simple way to do this is by remembering the Ballina National School motto

        ‘We have the world in our hands 

          So use your wits and pick up the bits.’

And remember our new motto

          ‘Everyday is Earthday’.

 

     If a primary school can get this message out to the wider community there is no limit to what you can do with the powers that you have.

 

     I hope that what I have said will be repeated throughout the conference. I hope that you will listen to all of us and take these thoughts with you to Copenhagan. Act on them, Please.

