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PRESS RELEASE (For Immediate Release)
The 15th International Conference of National Trusts 
Entebbe, Uganda – September 30th, 2013
On this day, about 120 representatives from National Trusts and similar organisations from across the globe come together to participate in the 15th International Conference of National Trusts (15th ICNT). This biannual forum aims at creating spaces where the members of INTO – the International Organisation of National Trusts - can exchange experiences, forge partnerships and establish bodies that preserve and promote cultural heritage. National Trusts are organizations specifically set up in many countries to preserve the built and the intangible heritage. There is as yet no National Trust in Uganda.
The 15th ICNT will take place at the Imperial Golf View Hotel, Entebbe from 30th September to 4th October 2013. The delegates, mostly experts in heritage, history, literature, conservation and archeology, and other specialists in fields related to cultural and natural heritage, will present their achievements, experiences and lessons in response to the conference theme.
This year, with the tagline ‘Cultural Diversity for Responsible Development’, the 5-day conference will provide spaces for national and international delegates to discuss ‘Heritage, Sustainable Development and Rights’ from both Southern and Northern perspectives; explore potential reconciliation between conservation and heritage; deliberate on diverse measures to safeguard national and global heritage, and draw lessons and insights from the experiences of National Trusts across the globe. It is anticipated that the conclusions drawn from deliberations at this conference will constitute ‘The Entebbe Declaration’ which will be endorsed by the delegates present.

Held in Africa for the very first time, the conference presents an excellent opportunity for the national and international delegates to discuss and visualize aspects of Africa’s heritage through Uganda’s cultural and natural resources. It is an opportunity for INTO members in the North to understand the aspirations and challenges in promoting heritage in the South. The INTO members in the South, in turn will have an opportunity to showcase cultural heritage and to explore creative ways through which other countries have promoted and preserved their cultural heritage. It is anticipated that this important engagement amongst diverse cultures will foster greater understanding across civilizations and enhance the recognition of our collective responsibility towards creating an environment which enables the promotion and protection of cultural rights for all.
Visits to Uganda’s cultural and natural heritage sites as well as a cultural exhibition will serve as a window to view aspects of unexplored tangible and intangible cultural heritage, which may form the basis of future engagement and reference.  

Organisers of the conference 

The 15th ICNT is co-organised by the International National Trust Organisation, an international network of National Trusts and similar non-governmental organisations, globally diverse but united by a shared commitment to conserving and sustaining our shared heritage - built and natural, tangible and intangible, and the Cross-Cultural Foundation of Uganda, a Ugandan NGO dedicated to promoting the recognition of culture, as vital to human development that reflects our national diversity and identity. 

What do we hope to achieve?

As a result of the interaction between delegates from the South and North we anticipate enriched knowledge of our national and global heritage. As a first in Africa, it is hoped that the 15th International Conference of National Trusts in Uganda will
· Enrich appreciation of the value of cultural and natural heritage not only as a national resource but a resource of global appreciation and concern; and of  cultural diversity as a source of wealth, creativity, innovation but most importantly, the basis of respect and tolerance. 

· Inspire commitment from nation states (particularly Government of Uganda) and international institutions to invest in heritage preservation, promotion and protection for its aesthetic, cultural, historical, spiritual, natural, archeological value through financing and legislation.
· Trigger reflection on the role and value of National Trusts and similar institutions to complement state efforts to promote and preserve cultural and natural heritage. In Uganda, civil society actors could consider the establishment of a National Trust to complement state efforts to preserve heritage.
· Explore national and international network partnerships and collaboration between partners in the north and south to explore creative initiatives for heritage development. 
· Encourage promoters who are awarded for their contribution to the preservation and promotion of tangible and intangible cultural heritage will maintain these efforts and inspire others to do likewise.
· Motivated the youth to have a positive perception on the value of cultural heritage, and seek to take an active role as custodians and authors of our national and global heritage. 

ENDS

Contact: 
The Cross-Cultural Foundation of Uganda 

Makerere Hill Road, Block 9 - Plot 283
P. O. Box 25517

KAMPALA – Uganda

Tel.   +256 (0) 312 294 675

Mob. +256 (0) 752 622 543

www.crossculturalfoundation.or.ug
The Cross-Cultural Foundation of Uganda
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